432            THEOSOPHY EXPLAINED

Discipleship for a man living in the world, leading him
onwards towards the finding of the Guru, leading him to
higher life till he has lost all attachment, is at heart the
unattached, the wanderer, and by renunciation and self-
sacrifice is filled with knowledge and devotion.

Q. What: now, is the first step or the most important
qualification necessary/or approach to the Path ? What is
the mark whereby we can know whether a man is prepar-
ing to enter the Path ?

Am. The first step without which no approach to
the Path is possible is the Service of Man. sc To live to
benefit mankind is the first step," says The Voice of the
Silence. The life of the man approaching the Path is
marked by unselfish service of others, by his willingness to
sacrifice all for the good of others, by his readiness to
give up all, that worldly men account valuable, in devotion
to an ideal or to a cause which he believes to embody the
right. That is the mark of the man who is approaching
the Path. Such a man, developing himself by means of
service to others, realises the truth of the words which the
Christ Himself uttered: (( Inasmuch as ye have done it
unto the least of these My brethren ye have done it
unto Me."

There is no distinction between various kinds of service,
provided it is unselfish and strenuous. It may be purely
intellectual, the work of the author or the writer trying to
spread among others the knowledge he has found; or it may
be along the line of art, wherein the musician, the sculptor,
the painter, puts before himself the ideal of making the
world a little more beautiful, a little more full of grace ; or
it may be along the line of social betterment where a man^
moved by sympathy for the poor, pours out his life into
the work of helping, or tries to change the old social